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PRIVATE TUTORING POLICY

BENENDEN

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to employees of Benenden School (Kent) Limited and
its subsidiaries (collectively ‘Benenden’ or ‘the School’).

AIMS AND PURPOSE

This policy governs all online private tutoring arrangements for students—whether facilitated by the
school or arranged independently with school consultation. It incorporates safeguarding obligations as
per the Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance (KCSIE 2025), and legislative mandates from
the Online Safety Act 2023.

CORE PRINCIPLES

Benenden is committed to providing a world class education and firmly believes that the support
offered internally within school is sufficient. However, the school acknowledges the rise in popularity
of additional tutoring and therefore seeks to ensure all parents and students are informed and safe.
The following are our core principles when discussing any options for online tutoring:

e Student Safeguarding is Paramount: Every tutoring arrangement must protect student welfare
in line with KCSIE 2025 and Online Safety Act 2023.

e Consent-Based Engagement: Parents are expected to inform the School of any Private
Online tutoring arrangements.

e  Curricular Alignment: Tutoring should complement the school’s curriculum and support
student learning goals—not supplant them. Therefore, tutoring must not take place during
scheduled school lessons or activities and students may not miss school events for tutoring.

e Tutoring should not be engaged for students in the lower school without express permission
from the academic office (academic.office@benenden.school).

e Student wellbeing is paramount. Private online tutoring should not take place late at night or
early in the morning and students are encouraged not to book back to back tutoring sessions
at weekends.

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES
The School requests that parents follow the guiding principles below when selecting and engaging
with a tutor for their daughter, acknowledging that the school cannot make recommendations:

e Approve external tutors by following rigorous vetting procedures — request sight of DBS
checks, complete an online check, and seek reviews etc.

o Request that the tutor provide proof of their qualifications, such as a teaching certificate,
degree in the subject they are tutoring, or relevant experience in education.

e Request references from previous students or parents

o Ensure only safe platforms are used for each tutoring session eg. Teams or Zoom. Tutoring
should not be conducted on private mobile numbers, WhatsApp or Facetime.

¢ Request sessions are recorded to maintain oversight and safety.

In addition parents should:

o |[f feasible, parents can arrange a meeting with the tutor before hiring them to get a sense of
their teaching style, personality, and overall suitability for their child's needs.

e Request students participate from a supervised (if possible), communal space. Students must
not have online tutoring within a shared dorm and ideally Sixth Form should prioritise
accessible, communal spaces over bedrooms. It should be noted that school cannot
guarantee supervision or communal spaces to be available.

e Ensure students are appropriately dressed for online tutoring sessions and not in nightwear.

e Report any safeguarding concerns promptly.
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