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TAKING OF ILLEGAL OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES POLICY  
 
 
 
It is important that all members of the community of Benenden School understand the School’s 
procedures in relation to the misuse of illegal or controlled substances. This policy is drafted with 
reference to the Department for Education and ACPO’s Drug Advice for Schools (January 2012), and to 
which the school will refer for further detail about the matters covered here. The named co-ordinator for 
drug related matters is the Deputy Head Boarding and Pastoral Care. 
 
This policy complements the School’s PSHEE programme, where students are taught directly about the 
dangers of abusing illegal or controlled substances.  Within that programme students are encouraged to: 
 

 Become aware of the facts and the law surrounding illegal or controlled substances use and misuse 

 Consider thoughtfully attitudes and values connected with illegal or controlled substances 

 Enhance appropriate skills, such as decision making and the ability to refuse the offer of illegal or 
controlled substances 

 Discuss openly their attitudes and concerns in this area. 
 
However, it is likely that at times students will come into contact with, or be tempted to experiment with, 
illegal or controlled substances.  Staff must remember at all times that the use or possession of illegal or 
controlled substances is a serious problem and they should seek advice from a member of the Senior 
Management Team or Safeguarding Committee before confronting a student or investigating allegations 
of illegal or controlled substance misuse.   
 
For the avoidance of doubt, previously labelled “Legal Highs” which have now been outlawed under The 
Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 will be treated under this policy in the same way as all other illegal or 
controlled substances. This relates to possession, use and supply thereof. 
 
If a student discloses that she or a friend is using or selling illegal or controlled substances, or if a parent 
tells you that they suspect their daughter or other students are misusing illegal or controlled substances, 
or if you suspect that illegal or controlled substances are being sold in school or near the school, you 
have a legal obligation to inform the Deputy Head or Head for the prevention of harm.  When a pupil is 
found to have to have been engaged in supplying drugs to others, she should expect that the School 
would involve the Police. 
 
Sanctions are at the discretion of the Head, but this offence is likely to result in permanent exclusion. 
Appeals may be initiated using the School’s formal Complaints Procedure. 
 
 
Specific Sanctions for Illegal or Controlled Substances 
 
Offences concerning illegal or controlled substances are considered very serious indeed. All sanctions 
apply on all educational visits as well as at School.  Pupils who have been punished for involvement with 
illegal or controlled substances should be aware that, if they are allowed to remain in school, they will be 
subject to random searches of their property and area with an adult present in addition to the member of 
staff conducting the search.  In the event of a student being allowed to remain at School after an illegal or 
controlled substance offence, a condition will be that the individual submit to random drug testing as well 
as the searches mentioned above. 
 
Further information on sanctions and searches can be found in the Pupil Behaviour Policy. 
 
In addition to our own PSHEE programme, Invicta Community Care NHS provides the Cornerstone Drugs 
Advisory Centre which students and their parents may consult for free, confidential information and help 
(Telephone 01892 534422). 
 
Alison Steven 15 April 2018 
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