Day Boarding at
Benenden

Welcome from
the Headmistress
Ever since Benenden was founded
in 1923, the School has been at the
forefront of innovation in teaching
and learning, and in recent years
this has included the creation of our
unique educational model, A Complete
Education, our renowned Benenden
Diploma for younger girls, and the
Professional Skills Programme for Sixth
Formers to name just a few.
The introduction of day boarders into
the School is the latest such innovation.
Family life has, of course, changed over the past few decades and we know that
boarding does not suit all families. Benenden has always been a boarding school,
and will continue to be so, but we are pleased to be in a position to welcome a small
number of day boarders to join us each year.
Day boarders experience the very best of a modern, enquiry-based education, with
small class sizes, personalised academic and pastoral support, an outstanding
Careers service and the myriad of other benefits that come with an independent
education.
Yet Benenden offers far more than that.
The extensive co-curricular programme is one of the most impressive of any school,
with a remarkable range of activities for girls to choose from; the personal and
professional development programme aims to prepare her fully for the workplace
and life; and the excellent pastoral care at Benenden, of which we are all so
proud, will ensure she is encouraged and supported at every stage of her journey.
Benenden staff are experts in teenage girls and our outstanding pastoral care
extends to our day girls as it does for our boarders.
You will find Benenden a happy environment in which your daughter is led to
achieve her very best academically while also learning skills for life, developing new
and exciting interests and making lifelong friends.
We have placed great care and consideration into ensuring our day boarders will
feel fully integrated into all aspects of school life and warmly welcomed into our
community.
If you think that Benenden is the right school for your daughter, whether as a
boarder or a day boarder, we very much look forward to welcoming you for a visit to
experience the School for yourself and to meet our staff and our wonderful pupils.
With very best wishes
Samantha Price
Headmistress

What is Day Boarding?
Our day boarders play a
full part in every area of
school life: leaving at the
end of the day does not
prevent your daughter
from benefiting from the
Benenden experience!
She will be fully
immersed in the
academic, co-curricular
and personal and

professional elements of
our Complete Education.
We have carefully
planned her role in the
boarding side of school
life: being affiliated to a
boarding house means
she will benefit from the
pastoral care and close
friendships that are
hallmarks of the boarding
programme.

A day boarder is a
member of a House
in the same way as a
boarder. The House, run
by a highly experienced
team of staff led by
the Housemistress/
Housemaster, acts as
a day girl’s home away
from home while she is
at Benenden. Although
she does not have a

bedroom in the House, she has her own
study space and shares social spaces
with her boarding friends. The House
is also her base during the day so if
she has a private study period, she can
return to House to work or to socialise
at lunchtime or after lessons.

attention across all areas of school life
for which Benenden is so renowned.
Your daughter will be one of a handful
of girls joining a House, which means
the teachers, boarding staff and her
new friends quickly get to know her very
well.

Benenden only has a small number
of day boarders joining each year - in
the Lower Fifth (Year 9) and Six One
(Year 12) - so we can ensure she
enjoys the personalised care and

Being fully integrated into the House
system enables her to forge friendships
with pupils across the House, not just
her own year group.

The School Day
Day boarders follow the same
structure of the day as a boarder,
with the exception being that they
may go home after lessons end at
5.30pm. Many girls stay well beyond
this time to take part in our extensive
co‑curricular programme and other
activities.
Day boarders are very welcome to
join us for breakfast and/or supper
seven days a week, if they wish.
When they arrive at School they will
go to their House for registration
and to meet up with friends before
heading off to Prayers/Tutor time.
Benenden’s week extends into the
weekend with lessons on a Saturday
morning until 11.00am followed by our
‘sport for all’ programme of matches.
Once Saturday commitments are
completed, including sport matches,
day boarders may go home for the
weekend.
The exception to this is the first and
last weekend of each term when all
pupils, including day boarders, are
in School for what we call closed
weekends. A closed weekend will
involve fun activities, usually an interhouse competition, which are fiercely
competed at Benenden! These
weekends are important for team
building and bonding experiences as
well as spending time together as a
community.

Activities and Events
During term time we are a bustling 24/7
school so even though your daughter is
a day boarder, she will almost certainly
want to take part in many of the events
we hold during evenings and weekends.
She is very welcome to join us for these
activities at no extra charge.
These opportunities might include:
• Completing her evening prep in a
supervised environment here at
School.
• Joining friends to enjoy a delicious
supper (you will quickly learn how
wonderful the Benenden food is!).
• Participating in a wide range of clubs
and activities during the day and
evenings. There are more than 150
available in total ranging from sport

to music, engineering to journalism,
and the Cadet Force to Model United
Nations.
• Making the most of our extensive
grounds and sport facilities for
exercise and relaxation.
• Taking part in some of the activities
as part of the Weekend Programme
(additional charges may apply).
• Working with friends on team
projects such as the Lower School
Enquiry Week projects or the Sixth
Form Enterprise Challenge.
• Taking part in charity and
volunteering work.
• Using the library and other facilities
for focused research, revision and
work.

• On compulsory closed weekends,
participating in fun House activities
such as Sports Day and House
drama and singing competitions.

• Attending guest lectures and talks
from professionals and high-profile
figures.

• Rehearsing and performing in plays
and concerts here at School and in
venues across the South East.

• Joining one of the many studentled activities such as the debating
society, eco-committee, creative
writing group and podcast club

• Enjoying curriculum trips and
residential stays.

• Co-curricular trips abroad (additional
charges apply)

• Representing the School in sports
matches.

• Or simply hanging out with her
friends!

• Benefiting from the outstanding
pastoral care available by having
a catch-up with her Tutor or
Housemaster/Mistress.

Of course, parents are more than
welcome to join us to cheer on their
daughter on the sporting touchline or to
watch her in a play or concert – as well
as to join the extraordinary number of
parent social events organised by our
Parents’ Events Committee!

Frequently Asked Questions
Will transport to and from Benenden
be provided?

Can my daughter arrive before
8.10am?

Yes. The routes are dependent on
demand. This incurs an additional
charge.

Yes, your daughter is very welcome to
arrive from 7.30am and spend time in
House before breakfast.

Does my daughter need to attend
school on Saturdays?

Will she be disadvantaged as a day
boarder for sports teams/plays etc?

Yes, Saturday school is integral to our
Complete Education.

Absolutely not. Like our boarders, your
daughter should be realistic about how
much time she would need to commit to
rehearsals and training.

What other weekend commitments
are there?
All girls are expected to be in School
for lessons on a Saturday and sporting
commitments. We also have closed
weekends at the start and end of every
term which are compulsory for all girls,
including day boarders.
Do you offer occasional boarding?
Our boarding is full so unfortunately we
are unable to offer occasional boarding.
Can my daughter have breakfast/
supper at School?
Absolutely!
What time does my daughter need to
be at School?
Monday to Friday, day boarders need
to arrive by 8.10am and 8.40am on a
Saturday.

Can my daughter join in with the
Weekend Programme?
She is most welcome to join us
for whole-year events. There is an
additional charge for her to join other
events in the programme.
Can my daughter be involved with
the co-curricular programme?
The co-curricular programme is an
integral aspect of our Complete
Education. Your daughter will be
expected to take part in the co‑curricular
programme during the school day and
is strongly encouraged to do so at other
times.
Are school trips included in the
fees?
Curriculum trips are included as part of
the fees and if a trip is not included, you
will be written to with full details.

How will you integrate my daughter
into the House/Layer when it is
predominately boarding?
Once your daughter has been allocated
her House, our House system naturally
lends itself to this with the day girls fully
integrated from day one. The pastoral
and academic care your daughter
receives, along with the numerous
opportunities that the girls have to be
a part of her Layer/House, will enable
your daughter to integrate very quickly.
Also, your daughter will be one of a
handful of girls joining a House, which
means the teachers, boarding staff and
her new friends quickly get to know her
very well.
Who is my main point of contact for
queries?
Your daughter’s Housemistress/
Housemaster will be your main point of
contact.
Will my daughter receive medical
care when at School if needed?
We have an excellent medical centre
on site at Benenden which is staffed
24/7 during term time. Your daughter is
always welcome to visit if she is feeling
unwell. We also have two part-time
counsellors.

What is an Exeat?
Due to our fully immersive boarding
programme, we have two weekends
each term (one in the summer) called
Exeats. This is when we begin the
weekend early at 12.30pm on Friday
and boarders return on Sunday
evening. It is a chance for all of us to
have a mini break.
How regularly will I receive academic
feedback about my daughter?
In addition to the annual Parents’
Meeting, you will receive regular written
reports on your daughter’s progress
and we are always happy to discuss her
academic progress with you.
What criteria do you use to select
day girls?
Our current competitive admissions
system applies to all prospective
pupils, including internal and external
assessments and an interview. Full
details are on our website and our
Admissions team will be happy to
advise further.

Find out more
Please do not hesitate to contact our Admissions Team
who will be delighted to answer any questions you
might have about Benenden.
01580 240592
registry@benenden.school
www.benenden.school/day

