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Whilst all is chaos in 

the world 

 

In this little corner of Kent, we 
are trying to keep calm and 
continue as normal and in the Art 
Department that means that it is 
time to upload wonderful artwork 
to competitions: the Royal 
Academy online Summer 
exhibition and Turner 
Contemporary Portfolio. The 
images in this newsletter are a 
taster of the range of work from V 
to VI2 and illustrate how 
Benenden students love to explore 
very different media and ideas. It 
is not easy to create pieces for a 
competition above and beyond 
GCSE and A Level work and 
thankfully, this year, we have 
been able to use images that have 
already been created for 
coursework. However, as I am 
writing this, we are battling how 
to cope with online teaching.  

In Art we have put a number of 
worksheets onto the relevant 
Teams sites that students can print 
off and work on at home. Those 
already out of School have started 
using these and a discussion ensues 
as to how drawings, paintings, 
artists books and critical analysis 
are progressing with the staff 
online. This will not take the place 
of the art room experience 
(printmaking, stitching, oil-
painting, 3D installation) we all 
know and love, but at least 
creativity is being encouraged as 
part of a weekly or daily routine 
depending upon the year group. 

For those in an exam year this is a 
very stressful time, and we 
appreciate that. They have already 
worked really hard and should be 
incredibly proud of their 
achievements so far in both CW 
and exam prep. 



 

 

 

 

Again, staff are happy to be on 

hand for general advice, but the 

reassuring thing is that they are 

all doing amazing work already 

all by themselves and should 

continue to as it would be 

fantastic if they wish to complete 

the pieces they have been 

preparing even without the 10 

hour exam. Now more than ever 

we, as staff, realise the 

importance of the rigours of 

independent learning. It would 

be easier for us to make all the 

students undertake the same 

tasks and projects, but beyond 

initial workshops this is a 

dangerous way to go. Although 

many of the girls will inevitably 

be feeling anxious about 

everything, they are used to 

taking control of their ideas and 

how they want them to be 

visualised. GCSE students should 

start getting excited about A 

Level projects and both GCSE and 

A Level students should just want 

to create for the love of it. 

Art can also, of course, be an 

important release for anxiety and 

a great family activity for all. Can 

I therefore encourage everyone 

to pick up a pencil or brush be it 

for calming colouring-in or an 

expressive gesture of defiance? 

But most of all stay very safe this 

Easter. 
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